
6th AIRBORNE DIVISION ORDER OF BATTLE 17th AUGUST 1944 

OPERATION PADDLE – THE PURSUIT OF WITHDRAWING GERMAN FORCES 

 

NNoottee  11..  AArrrriivveedd  iinn  NNoorrmmaannddyy  ffrroomm  EEnnggllaanndd    77  AAuugg  11994444..  
Note 2. The Dutch and Belgian Independent Groups were formed in the United Kingdom in 1941 from a nucleus of evacuated military personnel and volunteers. Although designated as brigades, the units were 
small as the recruiting base was limited. The intention was for these formations to be combined-arms 'cadre-armies' of infantry, armour, artillery and engineers., thus enabling rapid expansion to full brigade 
strength once the recruiting areas had been liberated.  

  

6th AIRBORNE DIVISION’S MOTTO .............”GO TO IT” 

6th Airborne Division

Maj Gen Gale

3rd Parachute
Brigade 

Brig Hill

8th Parachute 
Bn

Lt Col Pearson

9th Parachute 
Bn

Lt Col 
Crookenden

1st Canadian 
Parachute Bn
Lt Col Nicklin

5th Parachute
Brigade

Brig Poett

7th Parachute 
Bn

Lt Col Pine-
Coffin

12th Parachute 
Bn

Lt Col Stockwell

13th Parachute 
Bn

Lt Col Luard

6th Air-Landing
Brigade

Brig  Flavell

1st Royal Ulster 
Rifles

Lt Col Carson

2nd Oxford & 
Bucks

Lt Col Roberts

12th Devons
Lt Col Stevens

1st Belgian 
Independent 

Group
Col Piron

note 1 & 2

Royal NL Prinses 
Irene Bde

Lt Col de Ruyter 
van Steveninck

note 1 & 2

1st Special Service 
Brigade

Brig Mills-Roberts

3 Commando
Lt Col Young

4 Commando
Lt Col Dawson 

Fusilier Marins 1 
& 8 Tps No 10 

(IA) Commando
Cdt Kieffer

6 Commando
Lt Col Coade

45 Royal Marine 
Commando
Lt Col Gray

4th Special Service 
Brigade

Brig Leicester

41 Royal Marine 
Commando 

Lt Col Palmer

46 Royal Marine 
Commando Lt 

Col Hardy

47 Royal Marine 
Commando 

Lt Col Phillips

48 Royal Marine 
Commando

Lt Col Moulton

Divisional
Troops


